
 

Part two – July and August  

Having had such a wonderful start to the 2012 

season we were all eagerly anticipating a very 

busy mid-season period, and it certainly would not 

disappoint!  The Zambezi Valley was 

uncharacteristically dry for this time of year, and 

fire guards were burned to ensure that any fires 

would not spread and burn out of control through 

the concession. A necessary safeguard to ensure 

that the already limited grass would be protected 

should bush fires break out. With a lot of inland 

water drying up, the river has become a buzz with 

animal life and many of the springs still containing 

water are the vital lifeline to all animals. July and 

August are a fantastic time of year to hunt, the 

weather still being relatively cool, but the 

surrounding bush has started to open up making 

hunting that little bit easier. 

 

 

 

Above: Two hippo bulls retreat to the relative 

safety of the water after a nights grazing on land. 

Left: An African Fish Eagle, arguably the sound of 

the Zambezi Valley, takes to the wing. 



 

Above: A pair of black winged stilts feed in a 

shallow lagoon at sunset. 

Right: One of the chalets at Mukanga Camp 

Bellow: Hunting one of the many springs in 

Dande North 

Below Right: Ivory, once removed from the 

Elephant ready for shipment overseas. 

Bottom right: A wonderful valley waterbuck 

 

 

 

 

 



The buffalo 

hunting has 

been superb 

the last two 

months, with 

a total of nine 

buffalo bulls 

shot. All of 

the buffalo 

have been 

fantastic 

trophies, with 

all of these 

being mature 

bulls.  There 

have been 

many 

fantastic 

stories told 

around the 

camp fire after a long days hunting, re-telling the trials and tribulations that often ensue in the time 

from first picking up the buffalo’s tracks to being able to gleam that joyous smile for the final trophy 

photograph.   

 

 

Top: Joe Hooker with his 

fantastic mature dagga boy. 

Left: Alison Shamblen took this 

wonderful bull on the third day 

of her Safari. 

Below: Raul Brito with a lovely 

second-day buffalo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We managed to take our last leopard of the season at the beginning of August, with a fantastic tom 

being shot on the first day of the hunt, a wonderful experience for a first time hunter to Africa. We 

have also been lucky enough to shoot two hyenas in the past two months, the hyena is a much 

underrated trophy and sitting in a blind waiting for them to come in to feed is an unforgettable 

experience. 

Above: Alison and Cooper Shamblen with Cooper’s first day leopard. What a way to start to their 

first African Safari. 

 

Left: Monte James and his large female 

Hyena. 

Below: Copper Shamblen’s fantastic 

male Hyena 

 



Many of the trees and shrubs have started to drop their leaves the bush has opened up 

considerably, this in conjunction with a lot of water drying up, meaning the plains game hunting has 

improved dramatically, which has been evident in the numbers of plains game animals which have 

been shot. There has been a wide variety of plains game shot, with some fantastic trophies animals 

taken providing the cream on the top of some fantastic ‘big four’ hunts. 

 
Above: A small selection of some of the plainsgame animals taken in the past two months. 

 



August until the end of season is the best time for tuskless elephant hunting, the breeding herds 

move to and from water on a daily basis making it easier to cut tracks on the roads. The bush being 

more open makes it easier to judge tuskless, also making it possible to a see all the individuals within 

the herd, a very important factor when trying to approach such large potentially dangerous animals, 

tuskless hunting is no doubt a thrilling experience for any hunter. 

 

 

 

Above: David Antanitus 

and PH Mike Payne with 

their Zambezi Valley 

tuskless elephant. 

Left: Monte James and 

his first elephant, a 

wonderful old tuskless 

cow. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

With the waters of the Zambezi starting to heat up with the increase in length of day and the 

intensity of the sun has meant the tiger fishing has started to improve, with the majority of the 

clients staying at the river camp spending a few afternoons on the river in search of this prized 

‘striped waterdog’.  The tigerfish, Hydrocynus vittatus, is found in a number of rivers and lakes on 

the African continent, the lower Zambezi River being renowned for harbouring very good 

populations of large tigerfish. The tigerfish is a fierce predator, with very sharp, large teeth, all 

adding up to make for a fantastic fighting fish. Even if you are not catching fish, there are certainly 

worse things than sitting watching the characteristically golden valley sunset, cold beer in hand, 

drifting down the majestic Zambezi River. 

 



Two clients have also spent time in; Matetsi (western part of Zimbabwe) and plains game areas in 

southern part of the country. These areas offer a variation in the species hunted as well as the area 

in which they are hunted. This can be an addition to the start or end of any big four safari in Dande, 

or it can be a standalone safari itself. Species such as wildebeest and giraffe are two common ones 

which are not found in the Zambezi Valley, both of which make fantastic additions to any trophy 

collection.  

Above: Doug Hensley  and Gavin Rorke with a fine 

selection of trophies from Matetsi 

Left: A wonderful eland taken by Ralph De Natale. 

Below left: A Wildebeest makes a fine addition to 

any safari. 

Below Right: A terrific Zebra stallion taken by 

James Angel, always a popular trophy. 



 

At the end of a hard safari there is always the option of a few days rest and relaxation in Victoria 

Falls, the resort town has grown up around the fantastic Victoria Falls waterfall and the Zimbabwean 

side provides the better views of the falls themselves. There are numerous activities offered in 

Victoria Falls, from pleasant evening boat cruises – commonly known as ‘Booze Cruises’ - to the 

more adrenaline packed white water rafting and bungee jumping. 

 

Thanks very much for all the 

support! Keep your eyes 

open for the, next and final 

instalment for 2012 which 

will be out towards the end 

of the year. Safe and Happy 

hunting. 

Gavin Rorke and the Team 
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